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The Texas Crime Victims’ Compensation (CVC) Program is one of the nation’s largest, with
annual payments between $65 and $85 million. The Texas CVC Program receives more than
25,000 applications from victims each year which is approximately 110 new applications and
$300,000 paid each business day.

Financial assistance is provided to victims who may be active military and their dependents if
they are residents of Texas at the time of the victimization. This includes major military
populations near Fort Hood, San Antonio, El Paso and several smaller bases throughout the state.
The Texas CVC Program has provided training to military victim advocates at Joint Reserve
Base Carswell in Fort Worth, Fort Hood, Fort Bliss, Texas National Guard, and Air Force
installations in San Antonio. We have also responded with assistance teams at Fort Hood for the
major crime incidents in November 2009 and April 2014. Texas CVC payments of almost
$180,000 have been made for the November 2009 crime for funerals, loss of wages, loss of
support, property seized as evidence, travel, and mental health counseling.

The most common crime requiring assistance to be provided to members of the military is for
family violence against a non-military spouse and/or their child/children. In many cases, the
military member is adjudicated at an Article 15 proceeding instead of a court martial, as that
process can be lengthy. In such cases, the victim(s) are not eligible for military transitional
housing under 10 U.S.C. § 1059. Since the military does not provide relocation assistance or loss
of support unless the suspect is convicted at court martial or separated from duty, the Texas CVC
Program provides this assistance.

Criminal restitution is a form of revenue for the Texas CVC Program. Texas courts can order
restitution to be paid to the Texas CVC fund as reimbursement for compensation payments that
have been made to or on behalf of victims. The Texas CVC Program provides payment
information to local prosecutors so this can be included in restitution orders. Texas law also
allow for a one-time $12 fee to be assessed to an offender who pays restitution in installments,
$6 of which is deposited into the CVC fund.

A full list of revenue sources for the Texas CVC program is listed below:

State Court Costs ($68.08 million)

CVC receives 37.6338 percent of all consolidated court costs submitted to the comptroller by local
governmental entities for felony and misdemeanor convictions. The calculated amount of court costs
received by type of conviction:

¢ Felony Conviction = $50.05

¢ Class A or B Misdemeanor Conviction = $31.24

¢ Class C Misdemeanor Conviction = $15.05

Texas Local Government Code, Section 133.102(a)




Federal VOCA Grant ($22.32 million)

The federal Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) allows the collection of fines, fees and forfeitures for federal
convictions. Passed in 1984, VOCA has awarded grants to the Texas Crime Victims” Compensation Program
since 1986. These grants are based on a formula that gives each state an amount equal to 60 percent of the
state funds paid to victims two years prior.

Title 42 U.S.C. 10602

Restitution ($1.29 million and $9,717 for installment fee)

Offenders may be ordered to reimburse the Fund for compensation payments made on behalf of those they
have victimized. CVC provides local prosecutors with information on the amount of money that has been
paid so that reimbursement to the Fund can be included in restitution orders. Changes to the laws governing
restitution allow for a one-time fee of $12 to be assessed on an offender who pays restitution in installments.
Half of this fee is deposited into the Fund, and the other half is retained by the local court that assessed the
restitution. Any victim restitution payments not claimed by the victim within 121 days and any payments
made by defendants that remain unclaimed will be deposited into the victims of crime auxiliary fund.

Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 42.037(a) and (g)
Texas Government Code, Section 76.031(b) and Section 508.22

Community Supervision and Parolee Fees ($4.715 million)

A judge may require an offender to pay a one-time fee up to $50 for misdemeanors and up to $100 for
felonies to the Fund. Prior to September 1, 2005, this fee was deposited into the General Revenue Fund.
Parolee Supervision Fee Offenders on parole for crimes that occurred after September 1, 1993, pay $8 per
month to the Fund.

Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 42.12, Section 11(a)(18)
Texas Government Code, Sections 508.182(a) and (e)(2)

Grants/Donations ($213,486)

Jurors are provided information about the Fund and are offered the option of donating their daily
reimbursement to the Fund.

Texas Government Code, Section 61.003(a)(1)

Subrogation ($733,379)

The OAG must ask that the victim or claimant reimburse the Fund for the amount paid on behalf of the
victim, up to the amount of the civil award when a crime victim is awarded money in a civil suit.

Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 56.51

Prison Industry Enhancement Program (PIE) ($187,377)

In 1991, the PIE Program was authorized to allow inmates to work in prison programs. The state may make
deductions from an inmate’s wages to pay for incarceration costs, income taxes and social security, and
provide victim restitution.

Texas Human Resource Code, Section 61.123 (TYC) and Texas Government Code, Sections 497.004 and
497.0581 (b).

Offender Inmate Phone Revenue ($12.3 million)




Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) enters into contracts to provide payphones for use by prison
inmates. TDCJ transfers 50 percent of all commissions paid by the vendor to the CVC Fund and the other 50
percent to general revenue. The first $10 million of the commissions collected in a given year shall be
credited to the CVC Fund. This act took effect May 15, 2007, and transfer authority was granted on June 19,
2009.

Texas Government Code, Section 495.027(c)

Below is a table showing the types of payments the Texas CVC program made in Texas fiscal
year 2014,

Crime Victims' Compensation Payments FY 2014 Amount % of Total

Payments For Victims Of Crime:

Medical:
Acute Care Hospital 31,893,248.77 48.55%
Physician Fees 7,297,618.78 11.11%
EMS Services 1,791,591.96 2.73%
Dental 1,112,930.90 1.70%
Mental Health Counseling 1,106,413.78 1.68%
Rehabilitation / Physical Therapy 517,917.55 0.79%
Healthcare Supplies 311,931.32 0.47%
Accomodation Services 132,967.98 0.20%
Prescriptions 257,810.86 0.39%
Psychiatric Hospital 108,366.23 0.17%
Nursing Care 8,763.73 0.01%
Medical Report 2,044.03 0.00%

Total Medical Payments: $  44,541,605.89 67.80%

Non-Medical:

Loss Of Wages 5,153,676.59 7.84%
Relocation 4,157,832.32 6.33%
Funeral Expense 3,875,478.38 5.90%
Loss Of Support 1,470,490.76 2.24%
Travel 716,111.01 1.09%
Child Care 224,004.05 0.34%
Disabled Peace Officer 173,016.64 0.26%
Crime Scene Cleanup 27,129.00 0.04%
Evidence Replacement Costs 36,299.37 0.06%
Final Judgement 15,000.00 0.02%
Attorneys Fees 9,899.73 0.02%
Emergency Awards 1,500.00 0.00%

Total Non-Medical Payments: $ 15,860,437.85 24.14%



Total Payments For Victims Of Crime: $  60,402,043.74 91.94%

Payments To Law Enforcement Agencies:
Sexual Assault Exam Reimbursements: $ 5,297,869.85 8.06%

Total Payments To Law Enforcement Agencies: $ 5,297,869.85 8.06%

Crime Victims' Compensation Totals $ 65,699,913.59 100.00%

The Texas CVC program annual report can be found at:
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/files/cvs/cvs_annual2014.pdf



https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/files/cvs/cvs_annual2014.pdf

