(13) How to submit a victim impact statement to the Army Clemency and Parole Board for inclusion in parole and
clemency considerations (under AR 15-130).

b. Upon a sentence to confinement, the trial counsel or a representative for the Government will—

(1) Formally inform the victim regarding post-trial procedures, and the right to be notified if the offender’s
confinement or parole status changes, and when the offender will be considered for parole or clemency by providing
the victim with DD Form 2703 (Post-Trial Information for Victims and Witnesses of Crime).

(2) Ensure the victim’s election regarding notification is recorded on DD Form 2704 (Victim/Witness Certification
and Election Concerning Inmate Status), in every case, regardless of election. One copy of DD Form 2704 will be
given to the victim. One copy of the form will be forwarded to the commander of the gaining confinement facility. One
copy of the form will be forwarded to the Army Corrections Command (DAPM-ACC), 150 Army Pentagon,
Washington, DC 20310-0150.

(3) Ensure that a copy of DD Form 2704 is not attached to any portion of a record to which the offender has access.

17-15. Consultation with victims

a. When appropriate, the trial counsel, VWL, or other Government representative will consult with victims of crime
concerning—

(1) Decisions not to prefer charges.

(2) Decisions concerning pretrial restraint of the alleged offender or his or her release.

(3) Pretrial dismissal of charges.

(4) Negotiations of pretrial agreements and their potential terms.

b. Consultation may be limited when justified by the circumstances, such as to avoid endangering the safety of a
victim or a witness, jeopardizing an ongoing investigation, disclosing classified or privileged information, or unduly
delaying the disposition of an offense. Although the victim’s views should be considered, nothing in this regulation
limits the responsibility and authority of appropriate officials to take such action as they deem appropriate in the
interest of good order and discipline and to prevent service-discrediting conduct.

17-16. Property return and restitution

a. In coordination with criminal investigative agents and Government Appellate Division, SJAs or their designees
will ensure that all noncontraband property that has been seized or acquired as evidence for use in the prosecution of
an offense is safeguarded and returned to the appropriate person, organization, or entity as expeditiously as possible per
AR 195-5, or AR 190-30, as applicable. The VWL or other Government representative will ensure that victims are
informed of applicable procedures for requesting return of their property. Status of forces agreements or other
international agreements may apply overseas. Staff judge advocates should review provisions of applicable agreements.

b. Victims who suffer personal injury or property loss or damage as a result of an offense should be informed of the
various means available to seek restitution. The provisions of UCMJ, Art. 139 may provide some relief if the property
loss or damage is the result of a wrongful taking or willful damage by a member of the Armed Forces (care must be
taken to ensure that UCMJ, Art. 139 investigations are conducted in a manner that does not interfere with any ongoing
criminal investigations or courts-martial proceedings). Victims should also be informed of the possibility of pursuing
other remedies, such as claims, private lawsuits, or any crime victim compensation available from Federal (for
example, the Transitional Compensation Program for abused family members under 10 USC 1059) or civilian sources,
and of appropriate and authorized points of contact to assist them. Examples include a local claims office, legal
assistance or lawyer referral services, and State victim assistance or compensation programs.

c. Court-martial convening authorities will consider the appropriateness of requiring restitution as a term and
condition in pretrial agreements, and will consider whether the offender has made restitution to the victim when taking
action under RCM 1107. The Army Clemency and Parole Board will also consider the appropriateness of restitution in
clemency and parole actions.

Section IV
Witness Services

17-17. Notification and description of services provided to witnesses

a. The trial counsel, VWL, or other Government representative will make reasonable efforts to notify witnesses and
representatives of witnesses who are minors (to include legal guardians, foster parents, or other persons in lawful
custody of minors or incompetent individuals), when applicable, and at the earliest opportunity, of significant events in
the case, to include—

(1) The status of the investigation of the crime, to the extent that it will not interfere with the conduct of the
investigation, the rights of the accused, or the rights of other victims or witnesses.

(2) The apprehension of the suspected offender.

(3) The preferral (or the filing in a civilian court) or dismissal of charges against a suspected offender.
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