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§ 994. Duties of the Commission

(a) The Commission, by affirmative vote of at least four members of the Commission, and pursuant to its rules and

regulations and consistent with all pertinent provisions of any Federal statute shall promulgate and distribute to all

courts of the United States and to the United States Probation System--

(1) guidelines, as described in this section, for use of a sentencing court in determining the sentence to be imposed

in a criminal case, including--

(A) a determination whether to impose a sentence to probation, a fine, or a term of imprisonment;

(B) a determination as to the appropriate amount of a fine or the appropriate length of a term of probation

or a term of imprisonment;

(C) a determination whether a sentence to a term of imprisonment should include a requirement that the

defendant be placed on a term of supervised release after imprisonment, and, if so, the appropriate length

of such a term;

(D) a determination whether multiple sentences to terms of imprisonment should be ordered to run

concurrently or consecutively; and

(E) a determination under paragraphs (6) and (11) of section 3563(b) of title 18;

(2) general policy statements regarding application of the guidelines or any other aspect of sentencing or sentence

implementation that in the view of the Commission would further the purposes set forth in section 3553(a)(2)

of title 18, United States Code, including the appropriate use of--

(A) the sanctions set forth in sections 3554, 3555, and 3556 of title 18;

(B) the conditions of probation and supervised release set forth in sections 3563(b) and 3583(d) of title 18;

(C) the sentence modification provisions set forth in sections 3563(c), 3564, 3573, and 3582(c) of title 18;

(D) the fine imposition provisions set forth in section 3572 of title 18;

(E) the authority granted under rule 11(e)(2) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure to accept or reject

a plea agreement entered into pursuant to rule 11(e)(1); and

(F) the temporary release provisions set forth in section 3622 of title 18, and the prerelease custody

provisions set forth in section 3624(c) of title 18; and

(3) guidelines or general policy statements regarding the appropriate use of the provisions for revocation of

probation set forth in section 3565 of title 18, and the provisions for modification of the term or conditions

of supervised release and revocation of supervised release set forth in section 3583(e) of title 18.

(b)

(1) The Commission, in the guidelines promulgated pursuant to subsection (a)(1), shall, for each category of

offense involving each category of defendant, establish a sentencing range that is consistent with all pertinent

provisions of title 18, United States Code.

(2) If a sentence specified by the guidelines includes a term of imprisonment, the maximum of the range

established for such a term shall not exceed the minimum of that range by more than the greater of 25 percent

or 6 months, except that, if the minimum term of the range is 30 years or more, the maximum may be life

imprisonment.
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(r) The Commission, not later than two years after the initial set of sentencing guidelines promulgated under subsection

(a) goes into effect, and thereafter whenever it finds it advisable, shall recommend to the Congress that it raise or

lower the grades, or otherwise modify the maximum penalties, of those offenses for which such an adjustment

appears appropriate.

(s) The Commission shall give due consideration to any petition filed by a defendant requesting modification of the

guidelines utilized in the sentencing of such defendant, on the basis of changed circumstances unrelated to the

defendant, including changes in--

(1) the community view of the gravity of the offense;

(2) the public concern generated by the offense; and

(3) the deterrent effect particular sentences may have on the commission of the offense by others.

(t) The Commission, in promulgating general policy statements regarding the sentencing modification provisions in

section 3582(c)(1)(A) of title 18, shall describe what should be considered extraordinary and compelling reasons

for sentence reduction, including the criteria to be applied and a list of specific examples. Rehabilitation of the

defendant alone shall not be considered an extraordinary and compelling reason.

(u) If the Commission reduces the term of imprisonment recommended in the guidelines applicable to a particular

offense or category of offenses, it shall specify in what circumstances and by what amount the sentences of

prisoners serving terms of imprisonment for the offense may be reduced.

(v) The Commission shall ensure that the general policy statements promulgated pursuant to subsection (a)(2) include

a policy limiting consecutive terms of imprisonment for an offense involving a violation of a general prohibition

and for an offense involving a violation of a specific prohibition encompassed within the general prohibition.

(w) (1) The Chief Judge of each district court shall ensure that, within 30 days following entry of judgment in every

criminal case, the sentencing court submits to the Commission, in a format approved and required by the

Commission, a written report of the sentence, the offense for which it is imposed, the age, race, sex of the offender,

and information regarding factors made relevant by the guidelines. The report shall also include--

(A) the judgment and commitment order;

(B) the written statement of reasons for the sentence imposed (which shall include the reason for any departure

from the otherwise applicable guideline range and which shall be stated on the written statement of reasons

form issued by the Judicial Conference and approved by the United States Sentencing Commission);

(C) any plea agreement;

(D) the indictment or other charging document;

(E) the presentence report; and

(F) any other information as the Commission finds appropriate.

The information referred to in subparagraphs (A) through (F) shall be submitted by the sentencing court in

a format approved and required by the Commission.

(2) The Commission shall, upon request, make available to the House and Senate Committees on the

Judiciary, the written reports and all underlying records accompanying those reports described in this

section, as well as other records received from courts.

(3) The Commission shall submit to Congress at least annually an analysis of these documents, any

recommendations for legislation that the Commission concludes is warranted by that analysis, and an

accounting of those districts that the Commission believes have not submitted the appropriate

information and documents required by this section.

(4) The Commission shall make available to the Attorney General, upon request, such data files as the

Commission itself may assemble or maintain in electronic form as a result of the information submitted
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