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Judge James Baker retired from the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces in July 2015
after fifteen years of service, the last four as Chief Judge. The Court hears appeals arising under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice. Decisions of the Court are subject to review by the U.S. Supreme
Court. Baker is currently the Chair of the ABA Standing Committee on Law and National Security and a
visiting professor at Georgetown Law School, where he teaches, national security law, ethics, leadership,
and federal courts. He previously served as Special Assistant to the President and Legal Adviser to the
National Security Council (NSC) (1997-2000), Deputy Legal Adviser to the National Security Council
(1994-1997), and as Counsel to the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board and Intelligence
Oversight Board. He has also served as an attorney at the Department of State, a legislative aide to
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and a Marine Corps infantry officer, concluding his reserve service in
2000 upon joining the USCAAF. Baker is the author of In the Common Defense: National Security Law
for Perilous Times and, with Michael Riesman, Regulating Covert Action as well as numerous chapters
and articles on national security and ethics. Judge Baker’s awards include the 1999 Colonel Nelson Drew
Memorial Award (the NSC’s highest honor) and the Director of Central Intelligence's "Director's Award."
He holds a B.A. and a J.D. from Yale University.

Rear Admiral (Retired) Christian Reismeier, U.S. Navy, last served as the Chief Judge, Department of the
Navy and Assistant Judge Advocate General of the Navy from 2012 to 2015. Prior to that, Reismeier
served as the Chief Judge, Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals from 2010 to 2012, and as the
Division Director, Criminal Law Division, Office of the Judge Advocate General from 2006 to 2009.
Immediately before assuming the assignment as the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, he served the
Executive Secretary of the President’s Detention Policy Task Force, providing the President legal options
for detention policy. Over his 31-year career, Reismeier served in numerous criminal law assignments as
prosecutor, defense counsel, chief prosecutor, appellate attorney, chief defense counsel, trial judge and
appellate judge. He also served as a full-time felony prosecutor in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
With more than 100 contested trials as judge, prosecutor, or defense counsel, Reismeier has tried nearly
every type of case, including murder, rape, child sexual abuse, child physical abuse, attempted
espionage, and arson. He has practiced before the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, the Navy-
Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals, Federal District Courts in Washington, D.C. and the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, and the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. He has taught extensively at the Naval
Justice School and the Army Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School and has served as a
panel member for various state and local bars.

Reismeier graduated from Penn State in 1984 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Foreign Service and
International Politics. He served as an Intelligence Officer with the United States Navy until he was
selected by the Navy for the Law Education Program. He received his Juris Doctor from the George
Washington University and his Master of Laws degree in trial advocacy from Temple University.



Colonel (Retired) William ‘Bill’ Orr, Jr., U.S. Air Force, is the Chief, Strategic Military Justice Legislation
and Policy for the United States Air Force Judiciary, Joint Base Andrews Naval Air Facility Washington,
Maryland. He is the key coordinator and advisor on military justice legislation issued by Congress, the
President via Executive Order and the Department of Defense. Before assuming his current position, he
served as the chief appellate military judge on the Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals. During his tenure
he was appointed by the Secretary of Defense to serve as an appellate judge, United States Court of
Military Commission Review to consider and rule upon appeals submitted by the detainees held at the
Naval Base Guantanamo, Cuba. Colonel Orr accepted a direct commission as a first lieutenant and
entered the United States Air Force in 1982. He received his Juris Doctor degree from Ohio Northern
University. He is admitted to practice before all courts in the state of Ohio, the United States Court of
Appeals for the Armed Forces and the United States Supreme Court.

Colonel (Retired) Denise R. Lind, U.S. Army, is a senior attorney-advisor for the Trial Judiciary, Office of
Military Commissions. She retired from the Army in 2015 with over 29 years of active service. Colonel
(Ret) Lind served two years as a Senior Judge on the U.S. Army Court of Criminal Appeals (2013-2015)
and six years as a Chief Circuit Judge (2009-2013) and Circuit Judge (2004-2006) in the U.S. Army Trial
Judiciary. She has over 30 years of extensive legal and litigation experience presiding over felony trials,
deciding appeals, supervising law offices, advising senior executives, prosecuting and defending felony
cases, and teaching post-graduate military, civilian, and international lawyers and leaders.

Service Defense Appellate Divisions’ Perspectives on Victims’ Appellate Rights
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Lieutenant Colonel Christopher Carrier, U.S. Army, is currently the Chief, Capital and Complex Litigation
Branch, Defense Appellate Division, Fort Belvoir, VA. A few of his previous positions include, trial
counsel, trial defense counsel, appellate defense counsel, detainee abuse prosecution team chief, circuit
judge for Bavaria and Italy, and OTJAG criminal law policy branch chief (JSC working group member for
the 2012 revision of Article 120 and the 2013 revision of the Military Rules of Evidence).

Mr. Brian Mizer is the Senior Appellate Defense Counsel at the Appellate Defense Division, Air Force
Legal Operations Agency, Joint Base Andrews AFB, Washington, D.C. Mr. Mizer’s primary responsibility
is representing airmen in complex and capital litigation. He has served as an Assistant Federal Public
Defender in the Eastern District of Virginia. He is admitted to practice law before the Supreme Court of
the United States, Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals, the Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals,
the Supreme Court of Virginia, and the Nebraska Supreme Court. He is a member of the bar of both the
United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and the United States Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces. He is also admitted to practice before the United States District Courts for the District of
Nebraska and the Eastern District of Virginia.

Mr. Mizer received a direct commission into the U.S. Navy as a judge advocate in April 2000. His
previous military assignments include service as defense counsel at the Office of the Chief Defense
Counsel for the Office of Military Commissions, an appellate defense counsel with the Navy-Marine
Corps Appellate Review Activity, Discipline Officer onboard the forward deployed aircraft carrier USS
KITTY HAWK (CV-63), and the Naval Legal Services Office at Naval Station Great Lakes. He continues to
serve as a commander in the United States Navy Reserve.



Major Lauren Shure, U.S. Air Force, is an Appellate Defense Counsel assigned to the Appellate Defense
Division within the Air Force Legal Operations Agency. In this capacity, she is responsible for
representing Air Force members before the Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals, the United States Court
of Appeals for the Armed Forces, and the United States Supreme Court. In her capacity as an Appellate
Defense Counsel, Maj Shure is the senior ranking staff attorney, having been assigned to the division for
nearly 3 years. In that time she has litigated involvement of special victims’ counsel before the Air Force
Court of Criminal Appeals, answered amicus briefs from victim advocates, and prepared extensive
guestions to assist the Special Victim’s Counsel prior to his oral argument in E.V. v. Martinez, before the
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces. Prior to her assignment as an Appellate Defense Counsel, Maj
Shure was stationed at Joint Base San Antonio — Lackland, as both a prosecutor and defense counsel.
Prior to moving to Lackland, Maj Shure was stationed at Moody Air Force Base where she prosecuted
over 10 courts-martial. Maj Shure is an experienced litigator and defense counsel with special
knowledge of military justice at the appellate level and the involvement of third parties, especially
through the special victims’ counsel.

Captain Andrew House, U.S. Navy, is currently assigned as the Director, Navy Marine Corps Appellate
Defense Division, in Washington D.C. He received his Bachelor of Arts and Juris Doctor degrees from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and was commission in the U.S. Navy in 1997. A few of his
duty titles Legal Assistance Counsel, Defense Counsel, Staff Judge Advocate, Officer in Charge Naval
Legal Service Office (NLSO) Pacific, Command Judge Advocate, Commanding Officer NLSO Central,
Deputy Assistant Judge Advocate General for Legal Assistance, Deputy Chief of Staff for the Navy
Victims’ Legal Counsel Program.

Lieutenant Commander Michael Meyer, U.S. Coast Guard, serves as the Chief of Defense Services for
the U.S. Coast Guard. He is responsible for the defense of all Coast Guard courts-martial at the trial and
appellate levels. Prior to this assignment, he served as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Middle
District of Florida, where he was the lead federal prosecutor on numerous international narcotics
smuggling cases involving transnational criminal organizations. Prior to this assignment, he served as
trial counsel at the Coast Guard's Legal Service Command and Pacific Area legal offices located in
Alameda, California, where sexual assault matters formed a majority of his criminal prosecutions.
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Major Anne Hsieh, U. S. Army, currently serves as a branch chief in the U.S. Army Government Appellate
Division. Prior legal assignments include: Appellate Attorney, U.S. Army Government Appellate
Division; Trial Counsel (1st Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, GA); Chief,
Administrative Law (3rd Infantry Division); Special Assistant U.S. Attorney (Southern District of Georgia);
Legal Advisor / Trainer, NATO Training Mission-Afghanistan. MAJ Hsieh previously served as an Army
Engineer Officer whose assignments included: Pacific Operations Officer (1st Naval Construction
Division, Pearl Harbor, HI); Company Commander, Executive Officer (84th Engineer Battalion, Schofield
Barracks, Hl); Engineer Platoon Leader (Al Asad, Iraq). MAJ Hsieh holds a Bachelor of Science from the
U.S. Military Academy (West Point), a Juris Doctor from Stanford Law School, and a Master of Arts from
Stanford University. MAJ Hsieh is admitted to the bar of the State of California and is originally from
Davis, California.



Mr. Gerald Roger Bruce is Associate Division Chief and Senior Appellate Government Counsel,
Government Trial and Appellate Counsel Division, Air Force Legal Operations Agency, Joint Base
Andrews, Maryland. AFLOA/JAJG consists of two separate, but equally important groups and missions.
Our appellate section represents the Air Force in appellate review of all courts-martial before the Air
Force Court of Criminal Appeals, the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, and the
United States Supreme Court (in conjunction with the Solicitor General). We formulate the Air Force
position on all appellate issues, recommend to The Judge Advocate General issues to be certified to the
Court of Appeals, and review adverse trial judge rulings for Article 62 appeals.

Mr. Bruce retired as a colonel from the U.S. Air Force after serving nearly 22 years. Just a few of his
previous duties include circuit trial counsel, appellate defense counsel, chief circuit trial counsel and
staff judge advocate. He earned his Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Nebraska and is
admitted to practice before the Nebraska Supreme Court, the United States Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces, and the United States Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals.

Major Meredith Steer, U.S. Air Force, is an active duty Air Force Judge Advocate and is entering her
third year as an Appellate Government Counsel, where she represents the United States in cases before
the Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals and the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces. In
her current assignment, she also serves as a Senior Trial Counsel, available to represent the government
as lead trial counsel in the prosecution of complex courts-martial. Major Steer has significant
experience both prosecuting and defending sexual assault cases in the Air Force. Prior to her current
assignment, she spent two years as an Area Defense Counsel at Joint Base San Antonio - Randolph.
Before that, Major Steer was assigned to various legal offices, including Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland,
where she prosecuted multiple sexual assault cases.

Mr. Brian Keller is supervisory appellate counsel for the Navy-Marine Corps Appellate Government
Division. He has been an appellate litigator before CAAF and the CCAs for the Navy and Marines since
2005, first as an active duty Marine judge advocate, and in 2008 as the Department's first civilian
appellate counsel supervising a team of ten judge advocates. Responsible for the litigation of over 1,000
appellate cases including numerous constitutional and jurisdictional challenges and extraordinary writs,
he worked with Solicitor General attorneys to test the jurisdictional limits of military courts at the
Supreme Court, litigated Article 6b's scope at the CCAs and CAAF, and over the past decade defended
multiple versions of the military's sex crimes statutes against appellate challenge. In 2009, he instituted
the Department's first all-electronic virtual litigation office on Sharepoint, and led a joint effort to
institute PACER and CM-ECF in the military. In 2013 he developed the military's Joint Appellate
Advocacy Training, now in its fourth year and this year expanded to include the joint victims' counsel
community. He is active in the Appellate Judges' Education Institute, and writes on appellate law and
advocacy.

Lieutenant Commander Tereza Ohley, U.S. Coast Guard, currently serves as senior military justice
counsel at the Coast Guard's Office of Military Justice where she represents the government in criminal
cases at all levels of appellate review, serves as a member of the Joint Services Committee on Military
Justice working group, and advises field level staff judge advocates and trial counsel on a variety of
military justice matters. Prior to this assignment, she was assigned to the Navy's Defense Service Office
West Detachment Bremerton (DSO West), where she served as Defense Counsel from 2012-2015. After
entering the Coast Guard in 2010, she served as staff attorney at the Coast Guard's Thirteenth District in
Seattle, Washington, where she also performed military justice duties.



