As tends to be the case during the legal process,
was also forced to relive the awful
crime over and over again. She had to do extensive testing for pregnancy and possible sexually
transmitted diseases.
”I had a panel of STD tests,“ she said. ”And it’s like, those lab techs don’t know why I’m there.
They don’t know I was sexually assaulted. All they know is that I’m coming back regularly. It
was horrible.“
has also been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder. She says she’s making
strides, but the initial phases of the disorder where debilitating.
“I didn’t sleep. I didn’t even get up to go to the bathroom. I was snapping awake all the time,”
she said. “
had to check the house all the time.”
said she was uncomfortable even around her husband.
“Nothing about our relationship was the same any more,” she said. “It’s taken us a long time to
even get close to getting back to normal again.
couldn’t touch me without me having
flashbacks. It was bad.”
THE SECONDARY VICTIM

was working a night shift in his deployed location and had just gotten off work when
called him, telling him of the assault. He immediately called his supervisors at his deployed
location and told them of the attack. He got on a plane that night and he was home the next
afternoon.
When

came home, his life, much like his wife’s, immediately changed.

“I have an extremely huge issue trusting people,“ he said. ”Ever since the assault happened, I
haven’t had any time away from my family, and it’s been by choice. I don’t go hang out with the
guys, I don’t invite people to my house. I really don’t know how to get over the trust thing. I
don’t think I ever will.“
He also suffered a crisis of faith. The
Latter-day Saints.

are members of the Church of Jesus Christ of

According to court documents,
”placed a(n) (LDS) blessing on his home before he deployed
so it could be ’a place where the spirit of Christ dwells, a place of peace and a place of comfort’
and also blessed his family so they would be protected in his absence.“
After the assault,
felt “betrayed by [his] Heavenly Father,” court documents say, and he
stopped going to church.
told attorneys that the assault made him feel toward
that “he
didn’t have a right to be sexually attracted to her anymore, because it wasn’t fair that someone
had forced themselves onto her.”
”When this happened, my attitude to everything changed,“

said.

