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70.  What organization is responsible for training those who assist service members 

with filing retaliation complaints?  How do victims learn about the availability of this 

assistance? 

 

USA Agencies responsible for training those who assist service members with filing a 

retaliation complaint are the SHARP Directorate, SHARP Academy, Judge Advocate 

General Corps (JAG), IG, and the Criminal Investigation Command (CID). 

 

Victims learn about the availability of assistance from the SARC, VA, Victim 

Representatives (VR), SHARP Trainers, SHARP Program Managers, Special 

Victims Counsel, Victim Witness Assistance Program (VWAP), Inspector General 

Personnel, Criminal Investigation Agents, and Commanders/Senior Leaders. 

USAF AF Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office and the AF Judge Advocate 

General’s Corps are responsible for training their respective personnel on how to 

assist Airmen with filing reports of retaliation, to include reprisal, ostracism, and 

maltreatment.  Sexual assault victims learn about this assistance when they meet with 

a Sexual Assault Response Coordinator, Victim Advocate, or Special Victims’ 

Counsel as described above in RFI #69. 

USN An active duty victim of sexual assault is eligible to receive free legal representation 

from a VLC, who may assist the victim in filing retaliation complaints.  Should the 

victim prefer, a VA, Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC), or member of 

the victim’s command may also assist the victim in filing retaliation complaints. 

 

NJS trains VLCs, and all judge advocates, on different options available in filing 

retaliation complaints during the ten-week Basic Lawyer Course all Navy, Marine 

Corps, and Coast Guard judge advocates attend before being certified to practice law 

in the military, and again during advanced military law courses offered by the NJS.  

NJS also provides basic level training to attendees of the Senior Officer Course 

(leaders) about the grievance process, including on the filing of allegations of 

retaliation. 

 

SARCs, VAs, military criminal investigators (including NCIS), victim/witness 

liaisons, and trial counsel are required to notify the victim about the availability of 

VLC services.  Victims also learn about the availability of VLC services from base 

and area newspaper articles, base and DoD television broadcasts, VLC awareness and 

outreach briefs, naval messages, VLC pamphlets, and VLC posters.  As of April 10, 

2015, VLC have briefed over 40,000 Fleet personnel on VLC availability and 

services provided. 

USMC Pursuant to SECNAVINST 5370.7D, the IGMC has overall responsibility to ensure 

that IG personnel (and the lawyers who advise them) who receive complaints of 

professional retaliation (reprisal) are trained to offer assistance in preparing 

complaints to IGMC that meet the content requirements of DoDD 7050.06, dtd April 

17, 2015.  The IGMC is available to train-the-trainers and/or present retaliation 

education at any brief or schoolhouse not currently covered in the above-referenced 

schedule (question 68).  The IGMC Inspection Team conducts all-hands Special 

Interest (SPINs) Briefs to all units on the annual inspection schedule.  SPINs briefs 

provide the latest and essential “troop information” prescribed by Marine Corps 



JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS PANEL  

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION SET # 3  

14 
 

leadership.  Topics include safety, adverse trends, professional conduct, 

training/education opportunities, and available resources.  All IGMC training 

modules given across the USMC have been updated to incorporate new legal 

retaliation requirements and details how the IGMC is processing retaliation 

complaints via the IG hotline.         

   

HQMC SAPR is responsible for SARC and SAPR VA/UVA training curriculums.  

SARCs and SAPR VA/UVAs are required to inform sexual assault victims of the 

resources available to report instances of retaliation as part of the protocol for 

reviewing the DD Form 2910.  The availability of assistance, briefly outlined in 

response to question 69, is included in the Department of Defense Instruction (DoDI) 

6495.02 SAPR Program Procedures Change 2 that is in routing for publication in 

May 2015. 

USCG The SARCs are primarily responsible for training about retaliation and assisting 

those who report they have been retaliated against. The most common route through 

which victims learn of the availability for assistance is through their SVC or the 

servicing SARC. 
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