JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS PANEL
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION SET # 6

132. (Update to JPP RFI 26) Services: What happens if a judge advocate is assigned to serve
as an SVC and does not want to do the job or isn’t a good fit for the position? How often has
this happened?

USA

An SVC may be removed from the program by either the SJA or the SVC Program
Manager at their discretion. SJAs are best situated to determine suitability of their judge
advocates for service as an SVC.

USAF

See JPP RFI 130. AFLOA/CLSV continuously evaluates the performance of all SVCs to
ensure that each SVC is suitable for the position. One of the primary purposes for
creating the SSVC position was to implement mid-level management and provide greater
oversight, support, guidance, and performance feedback for SVCs from more
experienced attorneys. If an SVC does not want to continue in the position, is not a good
fit for the program, or does not meet the standards of performance and suitability,
AFLOA/CLSV works closely with the SVC to try to identify and work through the
issues and implement rehabilitative measures, if possible. If it is determined by
AFLOA/CLSYV through coordination with the Air Force Legal Operations Agency
Commander and AF/JAX that an SVC’s re-assignment is necessary and appropriate, a
recommendation is presented to TJAG for decision. Since the establishment of full-time,
dedicated SVCs, there have been only two SVCs who were not a good fit and were re-
assigned to other positions before the scheduled end of their SVC tour.

USN

Assignment as a VLC is 100% voluntary. The first question asked during the initial
VLC interview with the Chief of Staff is, why do you want to be a VLC? If a nominee
expressed the slightest hesitation in being assigned to the program, he or she would not
be advanced to the next interview. Since the inception of the VLC Program in August
2013, only one VLC was found not to be a good fit for the program. That officer was
reassigned and departed the program after one year.

USMC

To determine which nominees object to being a VLC or do not have the necessary
temperament to effectively serve victims of sexual assault, the OIC or Deputy OIC
interviews each nominee and speaks to other judge advocates who can describe the
nominee’s temperament. The Marine Corps is only aware of one officer who objected
to assignment as a VLC. The objection was based upon previous service as a VLC and
a desire to serve in another capacity. Ultimately, this judge advocate was not assigned
as a VLC for a second time.

USCG

Although it has never happened in the Coast Guard, if a judge advocate assigned to serve
as an SVC does not want the position or is not a good fit, that person would be shifted to
the other practice area of the Member Advocacy Division (the Division which houses the
SVC Program) and would handle physical disability claims.
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