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g.  The CID SVIP member(s) will meet or consult the SVIP members at least 
monthly to assess progress in the investigation or prosecution of a covered offense and 
to help ensure all aspects of the victim’s needs are being met.  Where all SVIP 
members are not co-located, meetings can be conducted via telephone conference 
call(s) or VTC(s). 

h.  Special agents will document in the CAS all SVIP notifications, meetings, and 
consultations in the appropriate investigative file.  Documentation of 
meetings/consultations may be documented in a Raw Data File.  The documentation 
will include the name, position and organization of the persons involved in the 
consultation and the date of the consultation.  The CID SVIP member(s) will provide any 
applicable information to SVIP members related to case progression as long as it does 
not hinder the investigation. 

15.6 Special Victim Counsel (SVC) Program 
a.  A SVC’s primary duty is to represent their client’s interests within the boundaries 

of the Special Victim Counsel Program as governed by statute and further defined by 
policy promulgated by the OTJAG.  The SVC’s mission is to provide victims with 
confidential legal representation related to issues that may arise as a result of being 
sexually assaulted.  The SVC provides guidance to the sexual assault victim during the 
entire investigation and legal process.  The SVC communication with the victim falls 
under privileged communications.   

b.  Sexual Assault Victim Eligibility:  The Special Victim Counsel Handbook outlines 
eligibility for SVC assistance.  To be eligible for SVC assistance, a victim of sexual 
assault must make an unrestricted or restricted report of sexual assault under the 
UCMJ, including rape, sexual assault, and other unwanted sexual contact that is 
aggravated, abusive, or wrongful, forcible sodomy, and attempts to commit these 
offenses, which are crimes in violation of Articles 120, 125, and 80, respectively 
(including previous versions of UCMJ, Article 120).  The local Chief of Legal Assistance 
is the authority for determining eligibility.  The following are eligible for SVC assistance. 

(1)  All Army Active Duty, Army Reserve, and Army National Guard victims, who 
report they are a victim of sexual assault under the UCMJ are eligible for a SVC.   

(2)  All adult dependents of Active Duty Army members who are an eligible 
dependent at the time of the offense and report that they are a victim of sexual assault 
under the UCMJ are eligible for a SVC when an Army commander may exercise 
jurisdiction over the alleged offender. 

(3)  All Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard Active Duty, Reserve, 
and National Guard victims who are in Title 10 status at the time of the offense and file 
an unrestricted or restricted report of sexual assault under the UCMJ are eligible for an 
SVC when an Army commander may exercise jurisdiction. 

c.  The SVC provides the following services to the sexual assault victim:  
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(1)  Accompany to and advise the victim during interviews, examinations, 
hearings and court-martial proceedings.  The victim may request to coordinate with the 
SVC at any time during the legal, medical or investigative process. 

(2)  Represent the victim in a court-martial as permitted by law. 
(3)  Refer the victim to Trial Defense Service for collateral misconduct, if 

necessary.  The SVCs will not represent the victim as a Trial Defense Counsel.   
(4)  Advocate the victim’s interest with the U.S. Government counsel on 

disposition options. 
(5)  Assist the victim with post-trial submissions to include victim impact 

statements. 
(6)  Advise the victim on collateral civil issues arising from the crime, consistent 

with the scope of the legal assistance. 
(7)  Provide other traditional legal assistance services. 
(8)  As the SVC represents the victim, it is acknowledged that the SVC may 

advise the victim that cooperation with the investigation may or may not be in the 
victim’s best interest.  Special agents will not interfere with an attorney’s representation 
of their client and will not directly contact a victim who has previously elected 
representation by an SVC, unless the victim requests direct contact. 

(9)  The SVC remains counsel for the victim for all matters related to the sexual 
assault until released by the victim or the SVC closes the representation. 

(10)  If the victim refuses to participate with the investigation, the special agent 
will request this information in writing.   

d.  Notification process:   
(1)  The victims of sexual assault will be informed by Victim Advocates or the first 

responsible party to make contact with the victim (e.g. Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinator, Victim/Witness Liaison, Trial Counsel) of their right to the services of the 
SVC utilizing a DD Form 2701 (Initial Information for Victims and Witnesses of Crime).  
Special agents will ensure appropriate victims were notified of their right to a SVC.  If a 
victim reports a sexual assault directly to the CID field element, the victim will be 
informed about the right to a SVC prior to the interview being conducted.  Victims will be 
provided a brief description of the role of the SVC and an explanation that the SVC is 
available and may be requested at any time throughout the duration of the military 
justice process.  The victim will be provided with a DD Form 2701.  The victim will be 
informed the services of the SVC are optional and may be declined.   

(2)  If the victim has or wants a SVC, coordinate with the SVC, either 
telephonically or in person.  At the conclusion of a telephonic interview, where the SVC 
is not present, there will be no further dialog concerning the investigation with the victim 
(i.e., no additional questions about the incident, no requests for consent to search, etc.).  
In follow-up interviews when the victim has a SVC, engage with the assigned SVC prior 
to contacting the victim.  In some circumstances, where a victim desires SVC 
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participation in an interview, and the SVC is not at the same location as the victim, it is 
permissible to allow the SVC to participate via teleconference, or in time sensitive 
situations to interview the victim without the SVC being present, if the victim or SVC on 
behalf of the victim, consents to the SVC’s absence from the interview. 

(3)  If a victim requests a SVC but circumstances exist where the special agent 
believes there could be imminent danger to the victim, others, or to the ability to collect 
forensic evidence, the special agent may ask the victim for consent to conduct a limited 
initial interview in order to gain critical facts and circumstances of the reported incident 
without the SVC being present.  If time sensitivity, circumstances of interviews or 
investigative actions are determined to be warranted, and the SVC cannot attend the 
interview, document these facts within the CAS.   

e.  The CID field elements: 
(1)  Have the responsibility of notifying the victim of the right to SVC 

representation, if the victim reports the sexual assault directly to the CID field element.  
(2)  Must clearly articulate the SVC’s role to prevent victims from wrongly 

believing they are suspected of criminal misconduct.   
(3)  If at all possible, will ensure special agent engage with the assigned SVC 

prior to contacting a victim.  Contact with SVCs may be done telephonically, 
electronically, or in person.  If there is a delay or the SVC indicates she/he will not be 
available for an extended period of time and there is immediacy coupled with the 
victim’s consent, the CID field element:  

(a)  Will obtain enough information from the victim to identify the 
suspect(s)/subject(s).  

(b)  Will obtain enough information from the victim to identify the location of 
occurrence.   

(c)  Will obtain from the victim a brief description of the events surrounding 
the sexual assault.  At no time will the special agent ask questions that would solicit an 
incriminating response (e.g., if the victim is under the age of 21 and was drinking 
alcohol at the time of the incident, the victim will not be asked about her/his alcohol 
consumption). 

(d)  May include a pre-text telephone/communication (i.e., text message, 
social media, etc.) as part of initial time sensitive investigative process. 

(4)  Allow the victim’s SVC to be present during interviews and other investigative 
activity, at the victim’s choosing.  The SVC private communication with the victim falls 
under privileged communications and will not be monitored.   

(5)  Will ensure the SVC and victim clearly understand that without pertinent 
information (i.e., location of occurrence, suspect(s)/subject(s) identity, identification and 
collection of evidence, resolution of discrepancies or other issues, etc.), the 
investigation may not be developed to the point of a successful prosecution. 



4 January 2016  Return to Top 

4 January 2016 195-1 422 

-Unclassified- 
Return to Top NOT FOR RELEASE OUTSIDE CID CHANNELS 

(6)  Will not, as matter of routine procedure, provide SVCs with written questions 
pertaining to issues to be discussed in an interview as there is never complete clarity of 
where the interview will go until it is in progress. 

(7)  Will not monitor or eavesdrop on the private communication between a victim 
and the SVC.   

(8)  Will not provide the SVC unfettered access to the investigative file.  The 
SVCs have a right to records which is no greater than the victim’s rights, and the SVC 
should request the documents through the Trial Counsel.  The victim’s statement will 
not be released to the SVC.  If requested, the SVC may review the victim’s statement 
only (e.g., written, video, or audio) and take notes.   

(9)  Will allow the SVC to stop or pause the interview to speak with the victim and 
can inform the special agent if the victim will not answer specific questions.  If the SVC 
represents that the victim will not answer a specific question then the special agent will 
cease to pursue the particular question.  Communication between the SVC and special 
agent is key to ensure that the victims are informed of the importance gathering 
information for the investigation as well as their rights.  

(10)  Must maintain coordination with the SVC, since the SVC remains the 
counsel for the victim for all matters related to the sexual assault until released by the 
victim or the SVC closes the case, consistent with the scope of the legal assistance that 
is permitted.  The victim may be deployed or receive an expedited transfer, and it is the 
victim’s decision whether or not to retain the same SVC or obtain a new SVC at the new 
location.  

(11)  Will request a document of refusal from the SVC, if the victim refuses or 
declines to participate with the investigation.  If the SVC refuses to provide a document, 
the special agent will document the refusal in the AIR and CAS.  

(12)  Will ensure medical attention is rendered, when needed. 
f.  The Sexual Assault Victim: 

(1)  Is entitled to have his/her SVC present during interviews and other 
investigative activity, at their choosing.   

(2)  Will always have the final say on cooperation and consent with investigative 
matters.   

(3)  Has the right to refuse cooperation with the investigation. 
(4)  Will be contacted through their SVC or Victim Advocate unless otherwise 

authorized by the victim.   
g.  The CID field element will not consider the SVC as an assisting interviewer, and 

should have a second interviewer present during interviews to lessen the possibility the 
SVC would be called to testify on the interview.  If the SVC requires a witness to the 
interview (other than what the CID field element is already providing) to reduce the 
likelihood that the SVC may be called later as a witness, then it is the responsibility of 
the SVC to provide the witness.   
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h.  If the SVC will not allow the CID field element to obtain the information required 
to conduct an investigation, then the CID field element should coordinate with the SVC 
chain of command to resolve the situation.  Coordination with the local Trial Counsel 
may also assist in resolving any issues.  If the issue is not resolved, coordinate the 
matter with the battalion and the group operations officer and if necessary G3, HQ, CID.  
If required, G3, HQ, CID will coordinate with the SVC Program Manager to resolve the 
matter.  Since evidence in sexual assault investigations is fungible, this process needs 
to be resolved at the lowest level and conducted immediately. 

i.  Victims will always have the final say on cooperation and consent with 
investigative matters. 

j.  The special agent will document in the AIR and CAS any investigative or 
sufficiency matters that were impacted or not fully discussed or explored during the 
interview of the victim. 

k.  Regardless of the use or presence of a SVC, the CID field element will provide 
the victim a copy of the DD Form 2701 with the overprint information pertaining to SVC 
services. 

l.  Above all, the health and safety of the victim is priority so ensure medical attention 
is rendered.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
  




